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The Royal Hours of The Theophany Of Our Lord, 

God, and Saviour Jesus Christ 

 

The Royal Hours of the Theophany 

HISTORY - The Royal Hours, also called the Great Hours, are a 

solemn liturgical service of the Byzantine Churches. From at least the 

fourth century, Great and Holy Friday was commemorated in the 

cathedral of Jerusalem with a lengthy service of hymns, psalms, and 

scriptural readings, lasting from noon until three in the afternoon. Over 

the centuries, this service was combined with the “little hours” (the 

first, third, sixth, and ninth hours) and eventually came to be known as 

the Great or Royal Hours. As the Good Friday liturgy of Jerusalem 

spread throughout the Byzantine world, a similar selection of psalms, 

hymns, and readings were also developed for the feasts of Christmas 

and Theophany. Today, the Royal Hours are celebrated each year on 

these three days: the Eve of the Nativity, the Eve of Theophany, and 

Great and Holy Friday.  

THEOLOGY - The Royal Hours are a valuable part of the Byzantine 

liturgical tradition, presenting an admirable balance of hymns, psalms, 

and readings from the Old Testament, Epistles, and Gospels. Moving 

back and forth between the prophecies of the old covenant, the 

fulfillment of these prophecies in the new covenant, and the Church’s 

unwrapping of this mystery in the hymns, we are enter into the mystery 

of Christ’s fulfillment of the Law in his manifestation to the world at 

the Jordan.  
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THE PRESENT TEXT - The present text is an abbreviated version 

of the Royal Hours. Most of what is omitted is from the ‘ordinary’ of 

the hours (i.e. those psalms and prayers that are recited every day of 

the year), thus allowing for the psalms, hymns, and readings selected 

for the feast to be retained. This version of the Royal Hours is based 

on a text from Holy Spirit Seminary, which itself drew on earlier 

translations, including those of Bishop Kallistos Ware and Mother 

Mary, and the Anthology edited by Rev. Peter Galadza. May God bless 

and reward all those who have labored to make this service available 

in the English language! 

Finally, the Royal Hours of Theophany are normally celebrated on the 

morning of January 5. However, so that this service may not be 

forgotten, it is not inappropriate to celebrate it on the evening of 

January 4. 
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THE ROYAL HOURS OF THE THEOPAHNY OF OUR LORD, 

GOD, AND SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST 

An ornamented lectern is set in the center of the nave facing the Holy 

Doors; the priest is vested in epitrachelion and phelonion (usually 

dark vestments). The priest (and deacon) opens the Holy Doors and 

come forth with the Gospel Book and the censer (the deacon carrying 

a candle to be placed behind the lectern – otherwise, the candle may 

be placed at the lectern before the service begins). The Holy Doors 

remain open throughout the service. The Priest sets the Gospel Book 

on the lectern and stands before it, and begins the First Hour.  

FIRST HOUR 

Priest: Blessed be our God, always, now and for ever and ever. 

People: Amen. 

    ✚ Glory be to You, our God, glory be to You. 

   Heavenly King, Advocate, Spirit of Truth, Who are everywhere 

present and fill all things, Treasury of Blessings, Bestower of Life, 

come and dwell within us; cleanse us of all that defiles us, and, O Good 

One, save our souls.  

   ✚ Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal, have mercy on 

us. Three times. 

   ✚ Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, * now 

and for ever and ever. Amen. 

   Trinity most holy, have mercy on us. Cleanse us of our sins, O Lord; 

pardon our transgressions, O Master; look upon our weaknesses and 

heal them, O Holy One; for the sake of Your name. 

   Lord, have mercy. Three times. 

   ✚ Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, * now 

and for ever and ever. Amen. 
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   Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil. 

Priest: For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours, ✚ Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever and ever. 

People: Amen. 

   Lord, have mercy. Twelve times. 

   ✚ Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, * now 

and for ever and ever. Amen. 

   ✚ Come, let us bow in worship before the King, our God. 

   ✚ Come, let us bow in worship before Christ, the King, our God. 

   ✚ Come, let us bow in worship and fall down before the very Lord 

Jesus Christ, * our King and God. 

Then the reader(s) begins the psalms. 

During the psalms the Priest (and Deacon) perform a great 

incensation: the Gospel Book on four sides, the Holy Table, Sanctuary, 

Icon Screen, the people, and around the perimeter of the whole temple.  

Psalm 26 

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is 

the stronghold of my life; before whom shall I shrink? When evil-doers 

draw near to devour my flesh, it is they, my enemies and foes, who 

stumble and fall Though an army encamp against me my heart would 

not fear. Though war break out against me even then I would trust. 

There is one thing I ask of the Lord, for this I long, to live in the house 

of the Lord, all the days of my life, to savour the sweetness of the Lord, 

to behold his temple. For there he keeps me safe in his tent in the day 



5 

of evil. He hides me in the shelter of his tent, on a rock he sets me safe. 

And now my head shall be raised above my foes who surround me and 

I shall offer within his tent a sacrifice of joy. I will sing and make music 

for the Lord. O Lord, hear my voice when I call; have mercy and 

answer. Of you my heart has spoken: “Seek his face.” It is your face, 

O Lord, that I seek; hide not your face. Dismiss not your servant in 

anger; you have been my help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O God 

my help! Though father and mother forsake me, the Lord will receive 

me. Instruct me, Lord, in your way; on an even path lead me. When 

they lie in ambush protect me from my enemy’s greed. False witnesses 

rise against me, breathing out fury. I am sure I shall see the Lord’s 

goodness in the land of the living. Hope in him, hold firm and take 

heart. Hope in the Lord! 

Reader: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  

All: Now and forever and ever. Amen.  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory be to You, O God! (3)  

Lord, have mercy. (3)  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  

Troparion of the Pre-feast 

(Tone 4) The river Jordan once turned back before the mantle of 

Elisha,* after Elijah had been taken up into heaven,* and the waters 

were divided on this side and on that:* the stream became a dry path 

before him,* forming a true figure of the baptism* whereby we pass 

over the changeful course of life.* Christ appeared in the Jordan to 

sanctify the waters. 

Reader: Now and forever and ever. Amen. What shall we call you, O 

Full of grace? Heaven? For you made the Sun of righteousness to 

dawn. Paradise? For you made the flower of incorruption blossom. 

Virgin? For you remained incorrupt. Pure Mother? For you held in 
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your holy embrace a Son who is the God of all. Implore Him that our 

souls may be saved.  

Stichera of St. Sophronius of Jerusalem 

(Tone 8) Today the nature of water is sanctified,* and the Jordan is 

parted in two:* it holds back the stream of its own waters,** seeing the 

Master wash Himself. 

Verse: Therefore I will remember You* from the land of Jordan and of 

the Hermonites. 

O Christ the King, You have come to the river as a man,* and in Your 

goodness You make haste to receive* the baptism of a servant at the 

hands of the Forerunner, for the sake of our sins,** O You the Lover 

of Mankind. 

Glory... Now...At the voice of one crying in the wilderness,* “Prepare 

ye the way of the Lord”,* You have come, O Lord, taking the form of 

a servant,* and You Who knows no sin asks for baptism.* The waters 

saw You and were afraid;* the Forerunner was seized with trembling 

and cried aloud, saying:* “How shall the lamp illuminate the Light?* 

How shall the servant set his hand upon the Master?* O Saviour Who 

takes away the sin of the world, ** sanctify both me and the waters.” 

Prokeimenon 

Deacon: Wisdom! Let us be attentive!  

(Tone 4): The Lord thundered upon the waters:* the voice of Your 

thunder was in heaven. 

Verse: I will love You, O Lord my strength: The Lord is my support, 

my refuge, and my deliverer. 

Old Testament Reading 

Deacon: Wisdom!  

Reader: A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah.  
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Deacon: Let us be attentive!  

Reader: Thus says the LORD: The wilderness and the desert will be 

glad; and the desert will rejoice and blossom like the crocus. It will 

blossom profusely and rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy: the 

glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon, 

they will see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 

Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen the feeble. Say to those with 

anxious heart, “Take courage, fear not: behold, your God will come 

with vengeance; the recompense of God will come, but He will save 

you.” Then the eyes of the blind will be opened and the ears of the deaf 

will be unstopped. Then the lame will leap like a deer, and the tongue 

of the mute will shout for joy. For waters will break forth in the 

wilderness and streams in the desert. The scorched land will become a 

pool and the thirsty ground springs of water. In the haunt of jackals, its 

resting place, grass becomes reeds and rushes. A highway will be there, 

a roadway, and it will be called the Highway of Holiness. The unclean 

will not travel on it, but it will be for him who walks that way, and 

fools will not wander on it. No lion will be there, nor will any vicious 

beast go up on it; these will not be found there. But the redeemed will 

walk there, and the ransomed of the LORD will return and come with 

joyful shouting to Zion, with everlasting joy upon their heads. They 

will find gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

[Isaiah 35:1-10] 

Epistle 

Deacon: Wisdom!  

Reader: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.  

Deacon: Let us be attentive!  

Reader: In those days, Paul stood in the synagogue and said: “While 

John was completing his course, he kept saying, ‘What do you suppose 
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that I am? I am not He. But behold, one is coming after me the sandals 

of whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’ Brethren, sons of Abraham’s 

family, and those among you who fear God, to us the message of this 

salvation has been sent. For those who live in Jerusalem, and their 

rulers, recognizing neither Him nor the utterances of the prophets 

which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled these by condemning Him. And 

though they found no ground for putting Him to death, they asked 

Pilate that He be executed. When they had carried out all that was 

written concerning Him, they took Him down from the cross and laid 

Him in a tomb. But God raised Him from the dead; and for many days 

He appeared to those who came up with Him from Galilee to 

Jerusalem, the very ones who are now His witnesses to the people. And 

we preach to you the good news of the promise made to the fathers, 

that God has fulfilled this promise to our children in that He raised up 

Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, ‘You are My Son; today 

I have begotten You.’” [Acts 13:25-33] 

Gospel 

During the reading of the Gospel, the faithful gather around the 

lectern holding candles.  

Deacon: Wisdom! Stand aright! Let us listen to the holy Gospel.  

Priest: Peace be with all.  

All: And with your spirit.  

Priest: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.  

All: Glory be to You, O Lord, glory be to You.  

(The Gospel is from Matthew 3:1-11) 

All: Glory be to You, O Lord, glory be to You.  

Immediately after the gospel, the reader chants the following verses: 
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Direct my steps according to Your word, and let no iniquity control 

me. Deliver me from people’s slander, and I shall keep Your 

commandments. Let Your face shine on Your servant, and teach me 

Your statutes. Let my mouth be filled with Your praise, O Lord, that I 

may hymn Your glory, and sing Your splendor all the day!  

Kontakion of the Pre-feast, Tone 4: When the Lord descended today 

into the waters of the Jordan,* He cried aloud to John:* “Be not afraid 

to baptize Me:** for I am come to save Adam the first-formed man.” 

All: Lord, have mercy. (40)  

Prayer of the First Hour 

Priest: O Christ, the true Light, You enlighten and sanctify everyone 

who comes into the world; let the light of Your countenance be signed 

upon us, that in it we may see Your unapproachable light. Direct our 

steps that we might fulfill Your commandments; through the prayers 

of Your immaculate Mother and of all Your saints.  

People: Amen. 

THIRD HOUR 

✚ Come, let us bow in worship before the King, our God. 

✚ Come, let us bow in worship before Christ, the King, our God. 

✚ Come, let us bow in worship and fall down before the very Lord 

Jesus Christ, * our King and God. 

The reader(s) chant the following psalms. The deacon (or priest) 

performs a small incensation: the Gospel Book on four sides, Icon 

Screen, the priest, and the people.   

Psalm 28 

O give the Lord you sons of God, give the Lord glory and power; give 

the Lord the glory of his name. Adore the Lord in his holy court. The 

Lord’s voice resounding on the waters, the Lord on the immensity of 
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the waters; the voice of the Lord, full of power, the voice of the Lord, 

full of splendour. The Lord’s voice shattering the cedars, the Lord 

shatters the cedars of Lebanon; he makes Lebanon leap like a calf and 

Sirion like a young wild-ox. (The Lord’s voice flashes flames of fire.) 

The Lord’s voice shaking the wilderness, the Lord shakes the 

wilderness of Kadesh; the Lord’s voice rending the oak tree and 

stripping the forest bare. The God of glory thunders. In his temple they 

all cry: “Glory!” The Lord sat enthroned over the flood; the Lord sits 

as king forever. The Lord will give strength to his people, the Lord will 

bless his people with peace. 

Reader: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  

All: Now and forever and ever. Amen.  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory be to You, O God! (3)  

Lord, have mercy. (3)  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  

 

Troparion of the Pre-feast 

(Tone 4) The river Jordan once turned back before the mantle of 

Elisha,* after Elijah had been taken up into heaven,* and the waters 

were divided on this side and on that:* the stream became a dry path 

before him,* forming a true figure of the baptism* whereby we pass 

over the changeful course of life.* Christ appeared in the Jordan to 

sanctify the waters. 

Reader: Now and forever and ever. Amen. O Mother of God, you are 

the true vine, from whom blossomed the fruit of life; we implore you, 

O Lady, intercede together with the holy apostles that He may have 

mercy on our souls.  

Stichera of St. Sophronius of Jerusalem 
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(Tone 8) The right hand of the Forerunner and Baptist,* the prophet 

honoured above all the prophets,* trembled as he beheld You, the 

Lamb of God Who takes away the sins of the world.* Seized with 

agony, he cried:* “I dare not touch Your head, O Word.* In Your 

mercy, sanctify and enlighten me:** for You are the life and the light 

and the peace of the world.” 

Glory…now…(Tone 5): Desiring to receive baptism, O Lord,* You 

have come with Your flesh in man’s form to Jordan,* O Giver of life, 

to enlighten us who were gone astray,* delivering us in Your 

compassion from every device and snare of the dragon.* Then the 

Father bore witness to You,* and the divine Spirit in the form of a dove 

came down upon You.** Make Your dwelling in our souls, O You 

Who loves mankind. 

Prokeimenon 

Deacon: Wisdom! Let us be attentive!  

(Tone 6) The waters saw You,* O God,* the waters saw You and were 

afraid. 

Verse: I cried unto the Lord with my voice, even unto God with my 

voice, and He gave ear unto me. 

Old Testament Reading 

Deacon: Wisdom!  

Reader: A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah.  

Deacon: Let us be attentive!  

Reader: Thus says the LORD: “Wash yourselves, make yourselves 

clean; remove the evil of your deeds from My sight. Cease to do evil, 

learn to do good; seek justice, reprove the ruthless, defend the orphan, 

plead for the widow. Come now, and let us reason together,” says the 

LORD, “Though your sins are as scarlet, they will be as white as snow; 
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though they are red like crimson, they will be like wool. If you consent 

and obey, You will eat the best of the land; but if you refuse and rebel, 

you will be devoured by the sword.” Truly, the mouth of the LORD 

has spoken. [Isaiah 1:16-20] 

Epistle 

Deacon: Wisdom!  

Reader: A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.  

Deacon: Let us be attentive!  

Reader: In those days, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed 

through the upper country and came to Ephesus, and found some 

disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 

believed?” And they said to him, “No, we have not even heard whether 

there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said, “Into what then were you 

baptized?” And they said, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John 

baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe 

in Him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” When they heard 

this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul 

had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they 

began speaking with tongues and prophesying. There were in all about 

twelve men. And he entered the synagogue and continued speaking out 

boldly for three months, reasoning and persuading them about the 

kingdom of God. [Acts 19:1-8] 

Gospel 

During the reading of the Gospel, the faithful gather around the 

lectern holding candles.  

Deacon: Wisdom! Stand aright! Let us listen to the holy Gospel.  

Priest: Peace be with all.  

All: And with your spirit.  
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Priest: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark.  

All: Glory be to You, O Lord, glory be to You.  

(The Gospel is from Mark 1:1-8) 

All: Glory be to You, O Lord, glory be to You.  

Immediately after the Gospel, the reader chants the following verses: 

Blessed is the Lord God, blessed is the Lord day by day; may the God 

of our salvation give us prosperity. Our God is the God who saves.  

Kontakion of the Pre-feast, Tone 4: When the Lord descended today 

into the waters of the Jordan,* He cried aloud to John:* “Be not afraid 

to baptize Me:** for I am come to save Adam the first-formed man.” 

All: Lord, have mercy. (40)  

Prayer of the Third Hour 

Priest: O God and Master, Father almighty, Lord, only-begotten Son, 

Jesus Christ and Holy Spirit, one Godhead, and one power, have mercy 

on me a sinner; and by the judgements which You know, save me Your 

unworthy servant; for You are blessed for ever and ever.  

All: Amen.  

SIXTH HOUR 

✚ Come, let us bow in worship before the King, our God. 

✚ Come, let us bow in worship before Christ, the King, our God. 

✚ Come, let us bow in worship and fall down before the very Lord 

Jesus Christ, * our King and God. 

The reader(s) chant the following psalms. The deacon (or priest) 

performs a small incensation, as at the Third Hour: the Gospel Book 

on four sides, Icon Screen, the priest, and the people.    

Psalm 76 
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I cry aloud to God, cry aloud to God that he may hear me. In the day 

of my distress I sought the Lord. My hands were raised at night without 

ceasing; my soul refused to be consoled. I remembered my God and I 

groaned. I pondered and my spirit fainted. You withheld sleep from 

my eyes. I was troubled, I could not speak. I thought of the days long 

ago and remembered the years long past. At night I mused within my 

heart. I pondered and my spirit questioned. “Will the Lord reject us 

forever? Will he show us his favour no more? Has his love vanished 

for ever? Has his promise come to an end? Does God forget his mercy 

or in anger withhold his compassion?” I said: “This is what causes my 

grief; that the way of the Most High has changed.” I remember the 

deeds of the Lord, I remember your wonders of old, I muse on all your 

works and ponder your mighty deeds. Your ways, O God, are holy. 

What god is great as our God? You are the God who works wonders. 

You showed your power among the peoples. Your strong arm 

redeemed your people, the sons of Jacob and Joseph. The waters saw 

you, O God, the waters saw you and trembled; the depths were moved 

with terror. The clouds poured down rain, the skies sent forth their 

voice; your arrows flashed to and fro. Your thunder rolled round the 

sky, your flashes lighted up the world. The earth was moved and 

trembled when your way led through the sea, your path through the 

mighty waters and no one saw your footprints. You guided your people 

like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

Reader: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  

All: Now and forever and ever. Amen.  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory be to You, O God! (3)  

Lord, have mercy. (3)  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  

Troparion of the Pre-feast 
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(Tone 4) The river Jordan once turned back before the mantle of 

Elisha,* after Elijah had been taken up into heaven,* and the waters 

were divided on this side and on that:* the stream became a dry path 

before him,* forming a true figure of the baptism* whereby we pass 

over the changeful course of life.* Christ appeared in the Jordan to 

sanctify the waters. 

Reader: Now and forever and ever. Amen. As we have no boldness 

because of our many sins, entreat the One born of you, Virgin Mother 

of God; for a Mother’s plea has great power to obtain the Master’s 

kindness. Do not despise the supplications of sinners, O all-pure one, 

for He is merciful, and able to save, He who even accepted to suffer 

for us.   

Stichera of St. Sophronius of Jerusalem 

(Tone 6) Today the prophecy of the psalms swiftly approaches its 

fulfillment:* The sea saw it and fled: Jordan was driven back, before 

the face of the Lord,* before the face of the God of Jacob,* when He 

came to receive baptism from His servant,* that we, washed clean from 

the defilement of idolatry,** through Him might be enlightened in our 

souls. 

Glory…now…(Tone 5): Why do you turn back your waters, O 

Jordan?* Why do you stoop your streams* and why do you not proceed 

upon your natural course?* “I cannot bear”, said he, “the Fire that 

consumes me.* I am filled with wonder and with dread before His 

extreme condescension.* For I am not used to wash him that is clean:* 

I have not learned to bathe the sinless, but to purify the filthy vessels.* 

Christ who is baptized in me teaches me to burn the thorns of sin.* 

John, the voice of the Word, bears witness to me and cries:* ‘Behold 

the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.’”* Unto Him 



16 

let us the faithful cry aloud:** O God who are made manifest for our 

salvation, glory to You. 

Prokeimenon 

Deacon: Wisdom! Let us be attentive!  

(Tone 4): Your ways are in the sea,* and Your paths in the great waters. 

Verse: The voice of Your thunder was heard in the whirlwind. 

Old Testament Reading 

Deacon: Wisdom!  

Reader: A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah.  

Deacon: Let us be attentive!  

Reader: Thus the LORD says: Therefore you will joyously draw water 

from the springs of salvation. And in that day you will say, “Give 

thanks to the LORD, call on His name. Make known His deeds among 

the peoples; make them remember that His name is exalted.” Praise the 

LORD in song, for He has done excellent things; Let this be known 

throughout the earth. Cry aloud and shout for joy, O inhabitant of Zion, 

For great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. [Isaiah 12:3-6] 

 

 

 

Epistle 

Deacon: Wisdom!  

Reader: A reading from the epistle of the holy apostle Paul to the 

Romans.  

Deacon: Let us be attentive!  
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Reader: Brethren: Do you not know that all of us who have been bap-

tized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? Therefore 

we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as 

Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we 

too might walk in newness of life. For if we have become united with 

Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the like-

ness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old self was crucified 

with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so 

that we would no longer be slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed 

from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall 

also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the 

dead, is never to die again; death no longer is master over Him. For the 

death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, 

He lives to God. Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but 

alive to God in Christ Jesus. [Romans 6:3-11] 

Gospel 

During the reading of the Gospel, the faithful gather around the 

lectern holding candles.  

Deacon: Wisdom! Stand aright! Let us listen to the holy Gospel.  

Priest: Peace be with all.  

All: And with your spirit.  

Priest: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark.  

All: Glory be to You, O Lord, glory be to You.  

(The Gospel is from Mark 1:9-15) 

All: Glory be to You, O Lord, glory be to You.  

Immediately after the gospel, the reader chants the following verses: 
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Let your mercies, O Lord, come quickly to our aid, for we are utterly 

poor; help us, O God our Savior, for the glory of Your name. O Lord, 

deliver us, and have mercy on our sins, for Your name’s sake.  

Kontakion of the Pre-feast, Tone 4: When the Lord descended today 

into the waters of the Jordan,* He cried aloud to John:* “Be not afraid 

to baptize Me:** for I am come to save Adam the first-formed man.” 

All: Lord, have mercy. (40)  

Prayer of the Sixth Hour 

Priest: O God and Lord of powers, Maker of all creation, in the 

compassion of Your incomprehensible mercy You sent Your only-

begotten Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ for the salvation of our race. 

Through His precious Cross He tore up the record of our sins, and 

triumphed over the principalities and powers of darkness. O loving 

Master, accept our supplications of thanksgiving and entreaty; and 

deliver us from destructive and dark transgression, and from all our 

foes, visible and invisible, who seek to harm us. Nail down our flesh 

through fear of You, and prevent our hearts from inclining towards 

words or thoughts of evil, but rather wound our souls with longing for 

You; that always gazing upon You and guided by the light that comes 

from You, seeing You the unapproachable and everlasting Light, we 

may unceasingly confess and thank You, the Father without beginning, 

with Your only-begotten Son and Your all-holy, good and life-giving 

Spirit, now and for ever and ever.  

All: Amen.  

NINTH HOUR 

✚ Come, let us bow in worship before the King, our God. 

✚ Come, let us bow in worship before Christ, the King, our God. 
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✚ Come, let us bow in worship and fall down before the very Lord 

Jesus Christ, * our King and God. 

The reader(s) chant the following psalms. Meanwhile, the priest (and 

deacon) perform a great incensation, as at the First Hour: the Gospel 

Book on four sides, the Holy Table, Sanctuary, Icon Screen, the people, 

and around the perimeter of the whole temple.  

Psalm 92 

The Lord is king, with majesty enrobed; the Lord has robed himself 

with might, he has girded himself with power. The world you made 

firm, not to be moved; your throne has stood firm from of old. From 

all eternity, O Lord, you are. The waters have lifted up, O Lord, the 

waters have lifted up their voice, the waters have lifted up their 

thunder. Greater than the roar of mighty waters, more glorious than the 

surgings of the sea, the Lord is glorious on high. Truly your decrees 

are to be trusted. Holiness is fitting to your house, O Lord, until the 

end of time. 

Psalm 113 

When Israel came forth from Egypt, Jacob’s sons from an alien people, 

Judah became the Lord’s temple, Israel became his kingdom. The sea 

fled at the sight: the Jordan turned back on its course, the mountains 

leapt like rams and the hills like yearling sheep. Why was it, sea, that 

you fled, that you turned back, Jordan, on your course? Mountains, that 

you leapt like rams, hills, like yearling sheep? Tremble, O earth, before 

the Lord, in the presence of the God of Jacob, who turns the rock into 

a pool and flint into a spring of water. 

Reader: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  

All: Now and forever and ever. Amen.  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory be to You, O God! (3)  
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Lord, have mercy. (3)  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  

Troparion of the Pre-feast 

(Tone 4) The river Jordan once turned back before the mantle of 

Elisha,* after Elijah had been taken up into heaven,* and the waters 

were divided on this side and on that:* the stream became a dry path 

before him,* forming a true figure of the baptism* whereby we pass 

over the changeful course of life.* Christ appeared in the Jordan to 

sanctify the waters. 

Reader: Now and forever and ever. Amen. O Good One, You were 

born of a Virgin for our sake and endured crucifixion; You despoiled 

death by death and as God revealed resurrection. Do not despise those 

whom You fashioned with Your own hand; show Your love for 

mankind, O Merciful One; accept the Mother of God who bore You as 

she intercedes for us, and save, O Savior, a people in despair!  

Stichera of St. Sophronius of Jerusalem  

(Tone 2) When he saw the Lord of glory draw near to him,* the 

Forerunner cried out: “Lo, here is He who redeems the world from 

corruption.* Lo, here is He who in mercy has come forth upon the 

earth* from a pure Virgin, granting remission of our sins.* Instead of 

servants, He makes us sons of God;* instead of darkness, He gives 

mankind light,* through the water of His divine baptism.* Come, then, 

let us with one accord glorify Him** together with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit. 

(Tone 5) Glory… Now… With your hand you have touched the im-

maculate head of the Master.* And with the finger of that hand you 

have shown Him to us:* on our behalf, O Baptist, stretch out that same 

hand over Him,* for you have great boldness before Him.* To you He 

bore witness, that you are greater than all the prophets.* With your 
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own eyes have you beheld the Holy Spirit* descending in the form of 

a dove.* Lift up those same eyes towards Him, O Baptist,* and make 

Him merciful towards us.* Come and stand with us!* Come and stand 

with us!* Come and stand with us!* Setting the seal upon our song and 

begin our feast. 

Prokeimenon 

Deacon: Wisdom! Let us be attentive!  

(Tone 3): The Lord is my light and my salvation:* whom shall I fear? 

Verse: The Lord is the defender of my life: of whom shall I be afraid? 

Old Testament Reading 

Deacon: Wisdom!  

Reader: A reading from the prophecy of Isaiah.  

Deacon: Let us be attentive!  

Reader: Thus says the LORD: In a favorable time I have answered 

you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you; and I will keep you 

and give you for a covenant of the people, to restore the land, to make 

them inherit the desolate heritages; saying to those who are bound, “Go 

forth;” to those who are in darkness, “Show yourselves.” Along the 

roads they will feed, and their pasture will be on all bare heights. They 

will not hunger or thirst, nor will the scorching heat or sun strike them 

down; for He who has compassion on them will lead them and will 

guide them to springs of water. I will make all My mountains a road, 

and My highways will be raised up. Behold, these will come from afar; 

and lo, these will come from the north and from the west, and these 

from the land of Sinim. Shout for joy, O heavens! And rejoice, O earth! 

Break forth into joyful shouting, O mountains! For the LORD has 

comforted His people and will have compassion on His afflicted. But 

Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me, and the Lord has forgotten 
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me.” Can a woman forget her nursing child and have no compassion 

on the son of her womb? Even these may forget, but I will not forget 

you. [Isaiah 49:8-15] 

Epistle 

Deacon: Wisdom!  

Reader: A reading from the epistle of the holy apostle Paul to Titus.  

Deacon: Let us be attentive!  

Reader: My son Titus, the grace of God has appeared, bringing 

salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly 

desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 

looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great 

God and Saviour, Christ Jesus, who gave Himself for us to redeem us 

from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His 

own possession, zealous for good deeds. But when the kindness of God 

our Saviour and His love for mankind appeared, He saved us, not on 

the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according 

to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy 

Spirit, whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our 

Savior, so that being justified by His grace we would be made heirs 

according to the hope of eternal life. [Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7] 

Gospel 

During the reading of the Gospel, the faithful gather around the 

lectern holding candles.  

Deacon: Wisdom! Stand aright! Let us listen to the holy Gospel.  

Priest: Peace be with all.  

All: And with your spirit.  

Priest: A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.  
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All: Glory be to You, O Lord, glory be to You.  

(The Gospel is from Luke 3:1-18) 

All: Glory be to You, O Lord, glory be to You.  

Immediately after the gospel, the priest (preceded by the deacon, 

carrying the candle) carries the Gospel Book through the Holy Doors 

and places it on the Holy Table. Then the doors and the veil are shut. 

The priest removes the phelonion, exits the altar, and goes and stands 

before the Holy Doors. Meanwhile, the reader chants these verses:  

For Your holy name’s sake do not utterly reject us, do not annul Your 

covenant, do not take Your mercy from us for the sake of Abraham, 

Your beloved, and for the sake of Isaac, Your servant, and Israel, Your 

holy one.  

✚ Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal, have mercy on us. 

Three times. 

   ✚ Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, * now 

and for ever and ever. Amen. 

   Trinity most holy, have mercy on us. Cleanse us of our sins, O Lord; 

pardon our transgressions, O Master; look upon our weaknesses and 

heal them, O Holy One; for the sake of Your name. 

   Lord, have mercy. Three times. 

   ✚ Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, * now 

and for ever and ever. Amen. 

   Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 

come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil. 
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   Priest: For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours, ✚ 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever and ever. 

   People: Amen. 

Kontakion of the Pre-feast, Tone 4: When the Lord descended today 

into the waters of the Jordan,* He cried aloud to John:* “Be not afraid 

to baptize Me:** for I am come to save Adam the first-formed man.” 

All: Lord, have mercy. (40)  

Prayer of the Hours 

Priest: In every season and at every hour, in heaven and on earth You 

are worshipped and glorified, O good God, longsuffering, rich in 

mercy, loving the just and compassionate to sinners, calling all to 

salvation by the promise of the blessings to come; now at this very 

hour, Lord, accept our prayers, and direct our lives in the ways of Your 

commandments. Sanctify our souls, purify our bodies, correct our 

thoughts, and make our knowledge whole and sober. Deliver us from 

every distress, evil, and pain. Surround us with Your holy angels as 

with a rampart so that protected and guided by their host we may reach 

the unity of the faith and the knowledge of Your unapproachable glory; 

for You are blessed for ever and ever.  

Dismissal 

Priest: Glory be to You, Christ God, our hope, glory be to You!  

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now 

and forever and ever. Amen. Lord, have mercy. (3) Give the blessing.  

Priest: May Christ, our true God, have mercy on us and save us, 

through the prayers of His most pure Mother, of the holy, glorious, and 

all-praiseworthy Apostles, and of all the Saints, for He is good and the 

Lover of Mankind.  
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All: Amen.   

  

 


